
Thursday, April 8, 2010 Kentish Express (KE)   3   Newsdesk: 01233 623232 www.kentishexpress.co.uk

by James Scott
jscott@thekmgroup.co.uk

A BITTER battle has broken out 
between a microbrewery and 
French drinks giant Vranken-
Pommery Monopole over the 
name of one of  its real ales.

The world’s second largest 
champagne group is claim-
ing trademark infringement 
because the Old Dairy Brewery 
in Benenden Road, Rolvenden, 
has a beer called Red Top Best 
Bitter which has the same name 
as one of  Vranken-Pommery’s 
champagnes. 

The Vranken Pommery Monop-
ole Group believes there will be 
confusion with their Heidsieck 
& Co Monopole Red Top Cham-
pagne but microbrewery boss 
Lionel Fretz , who only set up the 
fledgling business at the end of 
last year, is struggling to see the 
connection.

He said: “We approached 
Heidsieck out of  courtesy when 
we found out they had the name 
‘Red Top’ registered for cham-
pagne, never imagining there 
would be a problem.  

“Now they are claiming the 
likelihood of confusion, which is 
absolutely ridiculous. They pro-
duce superb French champagnes, 
we produce fine English ales.  

“They appeal to a totally dif-
ferent market and are in a dif-
ferent league when it comes to 
price. The only similarity I can 
see is they both appeal to discern-
ing drinkers.”

The brewery’s marketing man-
ager Clive Allen added: “We hon-
estly didn’t think there would be 
an issue. It’s very unlikely that 
people will go into a pub asking 
for a pint of  Red Top and get 
given a pint of  champagne by 
accident.”

Although the argument could 
end in a legal battle, the small 

The Old Dairy Brewery owner Lionel Fretz and brewer Ed 
Wray with their Red Top

We’ll fight to bitter end in 
ale row, says brewery boss MASKED robbers smashed the 

car window of a terrified driver, 
dragging him out and beating 
him up.

The 18-year-old victim was set 
upon when he and two friends 
had got into his car in Bucks-
ford Lane, Ashford.

Three men, masked with bala-
clavas and scarves, approached 
the car from behind.

One of them smashed the driv-
er’s window with a rounders bat 
and the victim was dragged 
out.

He was punched and kicked in 
the face and ordered to hand over 
his wallet.

The three thugs then ran off  
over a footbridge.

Police are now appealing for 
witnesses to the brutal attack, 
which happened at 7.45pm on 
Sunday, March 21.

Officers are have issued a 
description of one suspect, who 
is said to be 5ft 10in, wearing a 
black hooded top and black bala-
clava and aged around 17 to 20.
� Witnesses may contact Det 
Sgt Matthew Jones 01622 
690690 or Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Masked raid 
terror of 
teen driver

Red Top Beer
Description: A 
traditional rich-tan 
coloured English ale 
which is balanced on 
the palate, with a hint of 
citrus aroma.
Ingredients: Maris Otter, 
Crystal and Brown 
malt, with Challenger, 
East Kent Golding and 

Cascade hops.
Percentage: 3.8 per cent
Price: £3.20 a pint.

Red Top Champagne
Description: A pale 
yellow, delicate and well-
balanced champagne 
with a fruity nose and 
aromas of pear and 
citrus.

Ingredients: 
Pinot Noir, 
Pinot 
Meunier and 
Chardonnay 
grapes.
Percentage: 
12 per cent 
volume
Price: Non 
vintage £20

brewery, which only produces 
360 gallons per week supplying 
30 pubs in the area, is willing to 
fight its corner.

Mr Fretz said: “This whole sit-
uation is simply farcical but we 
will not be bullied and intend 
to fight to the bitter end. After 
all, Wellington overcame much 
greater forces at Waterloo so we 
intend to adopt the same Bulldog 
spirit in our skirmish with this 
giant French poodle.”

Despite making several calls to 
the French company’s head office 
in Reims they did not come back 
to the Kentish Express with a 
comment before our deadline.
� What do you think? Write to 
Kentish Express, 34-36 North 
Street, Ashford, TN24 8JR or 
email kentishexpress@thekmgr
oup.co.uk

‘They appeal to a 
totally different 
market and are in a 
different league when 
it comes to price’
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A tale of two Red Tops

PLANS to increase capacity on 
the M20 by creating a new junc-
tion near Ashford have been con-
firmed by the government.

Transport Minister Chris Mole 
last week published details for 
the new junction 10a – east of  
the existing junction 10 – which 
aims to improve journey time 
and safety on the motorway and 
provide access to major develop-
ment sites.

Mr Mole says the new junc-
tion will be one-third funded by 
the Homes and Communities 
Agency, and the plans include 
a roundabout over the M20, link 
roads and a new crossing for 
pedestrians and cyclists. 

New junction for 
M20 confirmed

Fireplace Warehouse
WOODSTOVES, GAS FIRES & FIREPLACES 
Unit 13C, Roper Close (off Roper Road)
Canterbury CT2 7EP

Tel: 01227 457643
Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  Sat 10am-4pm

fi replacewarehouse.co.uk
ALL PRICES CRUNCHED ~ SAVE £s ORDER NOW!

Registered Offi ce: Romulus Gardens, Ashford

THE CARPET STORE 
THAT COMES TO

YOUR DOOR>HOME VISIT
CARPETS

CARPETS AND VINYLS FOR
EVERY BUDGET

SHOP AT HOME SERVICE 
7 DAYS A WEEK 8AM / 9PM

NO JOB TOO SMALL
HONEST FAIR PRICING ALL YEAR ROUND!

FULLY INSURED
CARPET FITTERS WITH 
20 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

FREE FITTING, DELIVERY AND 
ESTIMATING SERVICE

SAVE £££s ON WHOLE HOUSE DEALS

SENIOR CITIZENS 

SPECIAL
Old carpets uplifted 

and furniture moved on 
production of 

this ad.

PLEASE CALL

01233 611887 07939 070191


